
The Harvest Garden

Indicative Plants

Plaistow Landgrabbers
The Plaistow Landgrabbers were an unemployed group that squatted and cultivated 
a nearby plot as a political act in 1906. The graffiti depicted in this archive portrait has 
inspired the project’s title, and the slogan will be painted on the South facing wall of the 
garden during 2009. The Landgrabber’s ‘Triangle Camp’ also influenced the layout of the 
Harvest Garden.

For the next growing season (March – 
October 2009) we propose to use the Abbey 
Gardens site for a unique productive garden. 
This Harvest Garden will create a fast, ‘big 
impression’ and stimulate involvement with 
the site by its generosity and optimism.

The objectives of The Harvest Garden are:

• To attract community and media interest, 
and possibly financial support in the 
development of the project

• To offer informal hands-on gardening 
training free to all and thus support a group 
who may nurture the permanent garden
• To propagate young plants and generate 
seed for the permanent garden scheme
• To offer a test bed for community and 
‘Friends of Abbey Gardens’ engagement on 
site, where social events can be hosted and 
knowledge shared 
• To build up a blog and on-line plant database 
that documents the garden’s development 
and engages a wider audience with the 
project

The site will be divided diagonally into four different triangles with 
the ‘front’ triangle being a grassed leisure area around the ruins. 
In the remaining three triangles, raised beds and paths will 
be installed in a formal layout adjacent to the central axis 
of the garden.  A mixture of fruit & vegetables, annual 
flowers for cutting and perennials for use within the 
final permanent garden scheme will be direct sown 
and planted in the raised beds.

Granny’s Bonnets
Aquilegia

Yarrow
Achillea Millefollium

Tomatoe
Gardener’s Delight

Poppy
Papaver commutatum

Cosmos
Cosmos bipinnatus

Carrots
Tip Top

Baby’s Breath
Gypsophila

Sweet Peas
Leguminosae lathyrus

Marigold
Calendula officinalis

Cabbage
Melissa & Red Jewel

A Productive Site
The Harvest Garden should be a productive site, reflecting its history as a monastic 
garden. Above you see Elderflower champagne made from flowers gathered this year, 
for 2009 we will design a robust ‘honesty stall’ (an unregulated shop) for people to buy  
flowers and produce from the site. The stall is designed to provoke discussion and 
thinking about the developing role of the local community at the site.

Flower beds
mainly annuals for cutting

Honesty stall
built into site fence

Vegetable area
high raised beds 

Existing trees
in this case Elder


